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“I really didn’t think I’d be one to get it”

Kohler resident shares her story about narrowly surviving COVID-19
Kohler resident Sara Gordon was meticulous about
mask-wearing, hand-washing,
and social distancing during
the COVID-19 pandemic. One
of few times she let her guard
down, it nearly ended her life.
In late September, Sara and
her husband, Jerry, both came
down with sore throats. Sara
started feeling a little lethargic, then had some sniffles. At
that point they thought they had
both caught a cold. Five days
later, Jerry started having body
aches and Sara noticed she
couldn’t taste or smell anything.
That was when she knew it had
to be COVID-19. Losing taste
and smell sensations (called
Anosmia) are classic symptoms
of this novel virus.
COVID-19 was surging in
Wisconsin at the time, so because of backlogs it took two
days for the Gordons to get tested. By the time Sara’s results
came back positive two days
later, she was experiencing a
fever of 102. A temperature

that high was unusual for the
healthy, fit, 61-year-old, so she
went to the emergency room at
HSHS St. Nicholas Hospital.
After X-rays and an MRI, she
was told she would be taken by
ambulance to Aurora Sheboygan Memorial Medical Center,
because St. Nicholas had no
more ICU rooms available.
Sara continued to go downhill and developed pneumonia.
She was told she was given the
same therapeutic medications
as President Trump was given.
After seven days in the ICU,
she had to be put on a ventilator. The nurses would regularly
turn her over to the prone position to aid breathing. Jerry, who
recovered with mild symptoms,
was allowed to keep vigil just
outside her room.
Sara had been sedated during
the eight days she was on the
ventilator and remembers nothing. But she did remember the
doctor pulling the vent out and
someone saying “let it go” or
“spit it out.” After that, she

A letter to the Kohler School community
Even in these trying times, I
am reminded of the wonderful
community that is Kohler. The
Kohler School District has miraculously kept its doors open
this school year. This is no
small feat given the pandemic.
However, it’s a testament to the
resilience of the teaching staff,
the dedication of the administration, and the overwhelming
support of the parents and students.
The teachers have gone
above and beyond any expectations. They have developed
lesson plans for virtual students
and students who learn in person. Teaching virtual students
while simultaneously teaching
the children in the classroom
is no easy task. Mask wearing,
physically distancing, and sanitizing are all part of their daily
routines. Thank you!
Dr. Cindy Payne, Lisa
Greene, Nick DeBaker, Matt
Zavada, Theresa Andrews, Rebecca Remberg, Nate Miller,
Drew Dantzler (and Rise n’
Shine crew), and Nicole Johnsrud, RN, BSN have worked
tirelessly to keep the doors
open. Organizing, cleaning, distributing and keeping track of
chrome books goes way beyond
the IT Coordinator’s job de-

scription. Rescheduling athletic
events, buses, and workers and
keeping the facilities clean is
quite an achievement. The team
knows more about quarantine
and symptoms of COVID-19
than the average person should
have to know. Contact tracing
seems like a daily mental exercise. Thank you!
The parents of these students
should be recognized. The
Kohler School District has hired
an abundance of parents as substitute teachers and playground
supervisors. Keeping the school
doors open has become everyone’s top priority. These enthusiastic people answer their
phones, and say “yes” whenever there’s a need. (The need has
been great this year.) We could
not keep our doors open without
your support.
Last, but not least, the Kohler
students should also be commended. They wear their masks,
physically distance themselves,
wash their hands, and constantly adapt to their environments.
Their smiling faces shine each
and every day underneath their
masks.
Kudos to all of you!
Sincerely, Paula Anderson

heard someone yelling at her to
breathe. She remembers taking
a few gasps, then she started
breathing.
Sara said the doctors and
nurses that cared for her in the
ICU would drop in just to see
how she was doing, as she was
one of the few of their patients
to have survived. Upon her release, after 40 days, she was
wheeled out of the hospital to
cheers from health care workers
lining the hallway. Sara credits her daily two-mile walks
for keeping her lungs strong
enough to survive the crisis. A
nurse told Sara that she “walked
her way out of COVID-19.”
Sara said she had no preexisting conditions that make people
high risk. Her doctor told her
that the severity of her symptoms may have been due to her
being bombarded over and over
again with viral particles leading to a larger viral load. The
term “viral load” refers to how
much virus is measured in a
standard volume of fluid, usual-

ly blood or plasma. Researchers
believe that the larger the viral
load you receive, the more severe the illness could be. When
we breathe, talk, sing, yell,
or cough, we expel a vapor of
moisture and droplets that contain airborne viruses if we are
infected. On a frigid winter day
we can actually see the vapor
and droplets when our exhaled
breath is propelled into the cold
air.
Though she was released
from the hospital on November
14, Sara still has a long road to
complete recovery. She has lost
25 lbs. and a lot of her muscle
mass. All her food and even water had to be thickened so she
could swallow it, but she has
been able to reintroduce some
soft solids. She is still mostly
confined to a hospital bed in her
living room, and still needs to
be on oxygen, but the amount
of oxygen she needs has been
greatly reduced. When she first
came home, she could barely lift
her cell phone. Now she is able

to slowly walk to the bathroom
with a walker, but she tires out
easily. Fortunately, it appears
she doesn’t suffer some of the
long-term health effects that so
many others face, like organ or
neurological damage. She said
doctors expect her to make a
full recovery, but it could take
up to six months.
When you’re healthy and fit
and have made it through several months of the pandemic, it’s
tempting for any of us to let our
guard down. What are the odds
that one visit with one person
in our home will land us in the
ICU? Sara said she is convinced
she would have had only minor
symptoms if she hadn’t taken a
pass on the masks. She hopes
her story will encourage others
to be diligent about wearing
masks and social distancing at
all times.
Sara would like to thank everyone for their prayers.

Santa and Mrs. Claus visit Kohler
Santa and Mrs. Claus were
escorted around the Village of
Kohler for two hours On December 14 by the Kohler Fire
Department and Kohler Police
Department. John Ewert, who
spearheaded the merry parade,
said he wanted to do something

special for the kids of the Village to spread some joy during
a difficult time that has been
especially tough on kids. John
was joined by his wife, Kate,
braving the first real cold day
of this fall/winter to bring cheer
to the Village. Santa said all

the kids were wonderful and
other than one encounter with
low-hanging tree branches, his
Kohler visit was a great success!
See more photos and video at
kohler.news or facebook.com/
kohlervillager.
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S AV E T H E D AT E
APRIL 14-17, 2021
The

presented by

SHEBOYGAN COUNTY ROTARY CLUBS

KOHLER PERFORMING ARTS ORGANIZATION
ONLINE AUCTION

Next Issue:
JAN. 2

Trusted. Personal. Dependable. Proven since 1909.

choreographed to music in Evergreen Park

Nov. 27-Dec. 31 (closed Dec. 24)
Open every night 5:00-9:00 PM

DenmarkState.com

2040 Kohler Memorial Dr., Sheboygan
920-453-0225

Drive Through the
Holiday Lights Show

The DEADLINE
will be
DEC. 25

Quarryview Center closed this year due to Covid.
Pantry item donations are requested at the
beginning of the route for Sheboygan County
Food Bank. Cash donations welcomed at the igloo
to support future growth of this event.
TREETOP SPONSORS

Grover Family Foundation and Brenda Potter

MakingSpir itsBr ight.com

Your Local Market Experts

Village Realty & Development Brokerage, Inc.
At The Shops at Woodlake
765C Woodlake Road = Kohler, WI 53044 = (920) 457-1075

THE CLEARINGS OF KOHLER – NEW KOHLER SUBDIVISION
Village Realty & Development is
proud to announce the commencement of Kohler’s newest subdivision.
One of the first planned communities in the United States, The Village
of Kohler is a garden community
that delights residents and guests
with storybook charm and character.
Kohler’s rich history and timeless
appeal have inspired an opportunity
for a new generation of homeowners to be part of the Village’s legacy.
Be a part of this new expansion and
establish your future in Kohler.

www.theclearings.com
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~ Obituary ~

Patricia von Rautenkranz (1928-2020)
Patricia Grace von Rautenkranz went peacefully into God’s
loving arms on Saturday, December 12, 2020 after a courageous battle with cancer.
She was born and raised in
Milwaukee, WI in August of
1928 as the eldest daughter of
Elmer K. Theirbach and Anne
Ingram (Theirbach) Plaisance.
She graduated from West Division High School in 1944.
Patricia married Jimmy Dick
Dotson in Chicago, IL in April
of 1952 and they resided in
Evanston, IL, moving to Wheaton, IL in the spring of 1956.
Jimmy died August 20, 1960
after an automobile accident.
During the next few years, Pat
went to work as a dressmaker
and seamstress at Stuart’s of
Chicago. On August 1, 1964
she married Carter von Rautenkranz and moved to Sheboygan,
WI where Carter was co-managing the Sheboygan County
Airport. In 1967, they moved to
Kohler, WI where she lived until 2012, when she moved back
to Sheboygan.
She is survived by daughters
Catherine (Tom) Zellmer, Linda
Sue von Rautenkranz, LeeAnn
von Rautenkranz, and grandsons Jared and Benjamin Zellmer, nephews David (Mary)
Plaisance, Stephen (Pam) Plaisance, Brian (Sandra) Plaisance,
Michael (Mickey) Plaisance,
and niece, Lisa (Todd) Cantrell,
as well as grand and great-grand
nieces and nephews. She is further survived by her dear, dear
friend, James (Clint Andersen)
Olson.
Pat was a member of Grace
Episcopal Church for almost 60
years and was active in many
ways throughout that time. She
worked on many bazaars, rummage sales and church dinners,

where you could always find
her operating the dishwasher
following a meal. She began
singing in the church choir in
the early 70’s and continued
singing until the church discontinued in-person services
this last spring. Members of the
choir were some of her dearest friends. One of her greatest
joys was singing at midnight
mass on Christmas Eve. Pat and
Carter enjoyed their years of
boating and socializing at the
Sheboygan Yacht Club. Many
summer evenings were spent
having dinner on their boat’s
fantail. Their home was often
a gracious gathering place for
their many friends in the community.
Pat was known in the area
for her design and sewing
skills. She led the costuming
and wardrobe center with Sheboygan Community Players for
over ten years, many times replicating Broadway designs for
lead actors. After leaving the
theater, she developed a home
sewing business that included
alterations for many regular
clients, including the design
and creation of wedding apparel. This included exquisite
bridal gowns, both copies of
designer dresses and her own
creations, as well as gowns

for bridesmaids, mother-of-the
brides, flower girl dresses, and
more. She taught many others
to sew over the years including
her three daughters. In her later years, Pat also worked at Art
Imig’s Clothiers.
She loved reading and would
devour books in a day. She enjoyed a good meal with a glass
of wine and especially loved
lunches with her girl friends.
Though she never traveled to
all the places she wanted to go,
she enjoyed her journeys to the
Holy Land, Rome, Greece and
London.
Pat was preceded in death by
her mother, father, step-father,
sisters (Charlotte & Judy) and
brothers (Omar II & David),
and her spouses Jimmy and
Carter. A burial service and a
celebration of her life will be
held in late summer of 2021. In
lieu of flowers donations may
be made to Grace Episcopal
Church, Sheboygan, WI.
The family would like to
thank all of the dedicated caregivers and medical teams who
assisted in Pat’s care, especially Matthew’s Oncology, Coulis
Cardiology, Dr. Nicolas Barnes
and staff at Sheboygan Internal
Medicine, Morningside Health
Services, and Sharon S. Richardson Community Hospice.
Heartfelt thanks and appreciation goes out to the many
friends who rallied around Pat
during her last months. A special thanks to the Venerable
Michele Witford for all of her
pastoral care over the years and
for being with Pat in her final
hours.
The Olson Funeral Home &
Cremation Service has been entrusted with Pat’s arrangements.

Giant Kohler Christmas Nutcracker
at Woodlake Market represents
Kohler’s hard working employees
Destination Kohler brings
holiday magic to Woodlake
Market shoppers with its giant
Kohler Christmas Nutcracker, located inside the market.
Fit for a holiday pastry show
extravaganza, this giant holiday chocolate showcase stands
at ten feet tall and will be on
display through early January
2021. Created by the Pastry
Team at The American Club,
the impressive chocolate showpiece was created to represent
the soldier in each of Kohler’s
hard working employees. The
giant nutcracker represents the

true spirit of Village of Kohler.
“Just like the foundry worker with his ladle on the Kohler
medallion, resilience and perseverance can leave a lasting
impression,” shares Nicolas
Blouin executive pastry chef
at Destination Kohler. Made of
210 pounds of dark chocolate
and 135 pounds of sugar fondant, it took chef Blouin and its
team over one hundred hours
of hard work to create the deliciously festive soldier. Luckily,
at 460,000 calories, the piece
is only for the pleasure of the
eyes!

Photo courtesy of Kohler Co.

Bruce Erickson (1932-2020)

Long-time Kohler resident
Bruce E. Erickson, 88, died on
Friday evening, December 11,
2020 while at the Sharon S.
Richardson Community Hospice Center.
Due to space and deadline
restrictions for this edition
of The Kohler Villager, more
will be in the January 2 edition. If you would like to share
memories of Bruce to include
in a write-up, please email
mary@kohlervillager.com, or
mail to The Kohler Villager,
219 Church St., Kohler, WI
53044.
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Kohler Fall Athletics Season Summary WIAA Message - Participation/
Submitted by Matt Zavada, Kohler MS/HS Athletic and Activities Director
The fall athletic season in 2020 certainly had a Boys Soccer:

Here are some of the highlights from this fall:

Girls Tennis:
This year the Bombers captured their 5th consecutive Eastern Wisconsin Conference championship
(7th in the last 8 years) with 4 flights honored as
1st Team All EWC. The Team posted an impressive
17-2 dual match record (second highest dual match
victories in a season) and they finished as Sectional
Runner Up, narrowly losing to Xavier (this year’s
Team State Champion). They had a great showing
at Sectionals as they crowned Sectional Champions
at 3 flights and the team advanced 5 players to the
State Tournament. The Bombers have sent at least 5
players to Individual State each of the past 6 seasons.
THe Bombers had an outstanding State Tournament
winning all first round State matches and for the 5th
straight year placing a Bomber on the podium.

2020 EASTERN WISCONSIN ALL-CONFERENCE

1st Team - #1S - Sarah Horth (10)
1st Team - #2S - Maria Burrows (9) 1st Team - #1D - Lily Montes(12) & Ava Hoffman (12)
1st Team - #2D - Erin Pellegrino (12) & Natalie Udovich (11)
2nd Team - #3D - Hannah Schvartsman (12) & Nadia Wandschneider (12)
3rd Team - #4S - Meren Webber (9)

WIAA Individual Accomplishments

Sectional Champion - #4 Singles - Nadia Wandschneider (12)
Sectional Champion - #1 Doubles - Ava Hoffmann (12) & Lily Montes
(12)
Sectional Champion - #2 Doubles - Erin Pellegrino (12) & Natalie
Udovich (11)
State Qualifiers - Singles - Sarah Horth (10)
State Qualifiers - Doubles - Lily Montes (12) & Ava Hoffmann (12)
State Qualifiers - Doubles - Natalie Udovich(11) & Erin Pellegrino
(12)

Cross Country:

The boys had a successful season, placing first in
the WLA Viking Invite and second place at: Sheb.
Lutheran Crusader Challenge, Ozaukee Warrior
Invite, Sheb. Lutheran Hilltopper Invite, Sheboygan
County Meet, Lomira invite, and the Big East South
Conference Meet.

2020 BIG EAST SOUTH BOYS ALL-CONFERENCE AWARDS
1st Team - Davis Behler (10) - 1st Place overall
2nd Team - Koen Vierkant (12) - 6th place overall

Kohler/Lutheran/Christian Football Co-op:
KLC Football had the most successful season in
program history this fall. The team finished it’s first
season in the Eastern Wisconsin Conference with a
second place finish, finishing behind Brillion. The
teams overall record was 6-2, 5-1 in conference
play. The team featured a high octane offense that
finished as one of the top in the state. Quarterback
Robby Michael and Receiver Collin Girdaukas were
consistently in the top performances in the state at
their positions each week. The team received many
state-level accolades including: Wissports.net team
of the week nominations, Wissports.net player of
the week nominations, Green Bay Packers play of
the month winner, Coach Ryan Eigenberger named
Green Bay Packers Coach of the Week, Wissports.
net game of the year award versus New Holstein, and
the team earned a final state coaches poll ranking of
#7 in Division 3.

2020 Eastern Wisconsin All Conference Award
1st Team - Robby Michael -QB and DB (SL) Conference Offensive
Player of the Year
1st Team - Colin Girdaukas -WR (SL)
1st Team - Casey Verhagen - WR (SL)
1st Team-Matt Stephany - ILB (SL)
2nd Team- Max Hildebrandt -OL(SCC)
2nd Team -Casey Verhagen - DB (SL)
HM-Andrew Verhelst - TE (SL)
HM-Matt Stephany - RB (SL)
HM-Everett Poth - OL (SL)
HM-Elijah White-OL (SL)
HM-Max Hildebrandt -DE (SL)

The Kohler Blue Bomber boys soccer team made
strides this season with many young players receiving varsity level experience. The team finished with
an overall record of 5-7-1, with a conference record
of 3-3. The highlight of the season was seeing a
consistent improvement as the season progressed
and a WIAA Regional semifinal win against Ozaukee, advancing to the Regional final game.

2020 BIG EAST ALL-CONFERENCE
AWARDS

Mental/Physical
How do you define strength?
Is it physical or is it mental?
Maybe it’s both. Maybe it’s
whatever empowers a person
to dig deeper, fight harder and
overcome obstacles that once
seemed insurmountable. Discover how much stronger and
more confident your children

can be. Encourage them to participate in a sport when they go
to high school.
A message presented by the
Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association and the Wisconsin Athletic Directors Association.

1st Team-John Senti-11		
2nd Team - Charlie Roeder-11
HM-Brock Romanoski-11

Kohler/Lutheran/Falls Swim and Dive Co-op:
The KLF Swim and Dive team had another dominating year in the Eastern Wisconsin Conference
and WIAA events. The team finished the season as
conference champions for the second year in a row,
and earned a WIAA Sectional Championship. The
young team also finished the season with a 6th place
finish at the Division 2 state meet held at Waukesha
South High School, the best team finish in program
history.

2020 EASTERN WISCONSIN ALL-CONFERENCE

1st Team - 50 YD Freestyle - Claudia Herold (10)
1st Team - 100 YD Freestyle - Claudia Herold (10)
1st Team - 500 YD Freestyle - Maddy Magle (10)
1st Team - 200 YD Freestyle Relay -M. Hammond, E. Truman, C.
Herold, A. Rummel
1st Team - 400 YD Freestyle Relay - C. Herold, A. Rummel, M.
Magle, A. Hess
2nd Team -200 YD Medley Relay -G. Hammond, A. Hess, M. Hammond, M. Magle
2nd Team - 200 YD Freestyle - Maddy Magle (10)
2nd Team - 100 YD Butterfly - Madeline Hammond (11-Falls)
2nd Team - 100 YD Freestyle - Abbey Rummel (10)
2nd Team - 500 YD Freestyle - Emma Truman (10)
HM - 200 YD IM - Amber Hess (9)
HM - 200 YD Freestyle - Emma Truman (11)
HM - 50 YD Freestyle - Abbey Rummel (10)
HM - 100 YD Backstroke -Madeline Hammond (11-Falls)
HM - 100 YD Backstroke - Amber Hess (9)

WIAA Individual State Qualifiers

Grace Hammond (Falls) -200 Medley Relay, 200 Freestyle Relay
Madeline Hammond (Falls) -200 Medley Relay, 50 Freestyle, 100
Butterfly, 200 Freestyle Relay
Claudia Herold (10) - 1 mtr Dive, 50 Freestyle, 200 Freestyle Relay,
400 Freestyle Relay
Amber Hess(9) - 1 mtr Dive, 200 Medley Relay, 100 Breastroke, 400
Freestyle Relay
Maddy Magle(10) - 200 Freestyle, 500 Freestyle, 200 Freestyle
Relay, 400 Freestyle Relay
Abbey Rummel (10)-200 Medley Relay, 50 Freestyle, 200 Freestyle
Relay, 400 Freestyle Relay
Emma Truman (11) - 200 Freestyle, 500 Freestyle,

Volleyball:

This season was the first year for new head Coach
Marty Harms and his staff. The program had 29
total girls participating with only one senior on the
varsity roster. The team finished with an overall 1-9
match record, finishing 0-4 in the Big East Conference Red Division. The team’s lone victory was
versus Stockbridge this season.

2020 BIG EAST ALL-CONFERENCE
HM - Hailey Cole
Fall Season Summary:
Cross Country - Boys - Big East South Conference Runner-up
Football - Playoff Qualifier
Football- Eastern Wisconsin Conference Runner-up
Swim and Dive - Girls - Eastern Wisconsin Conference Championship
Swim and Dive - Girls - WIAA Sectional Championship
Tennis - Girls - Eastern Wisconsin Conference
Championship
Tennis - Girls - WIAA Sectional Runner-up
20 Kohler Student-Athletes earned All-Conference
106 out of 198 Students participated in fall
sports at Kohler = 54%

Montessori Children's
House Preschool

Family owned and operated since 1994

ENROLL NOW FOR 2021!
Infant (6 wks.), toddler, 3-6 preschool,
and Kindergarten classes

(Before and after school care available)
Montessori certified & early childhood educated teachers

Call for a tour!
920-458-0510

“Free the child’s potential, and you will
transform him into the world.”

Dr. Maria Montessori (Italy)

1907 N. 20th St., Sheboygan
www.sheboyganmontessori.com
M-F 7:00am – 5:30pm

CBD SOLD HERE
High Quality − Pharmacist Formulated

(not grocery store or gas station grade)
CBD helps to boost your immune system, reduce
chronic pain, inflammation, anxiety, migraines,
regulate sleep, arthritis, fibromyalgia and more.

➜ FREE SAMPLES AVAILABLE

➜

different feel to it than other years. As we all have
had to endure the effects of COVID-19 in almost all
aspects of our lives, athletics at Kohler High School
in the fall was no exception. It was common to have
little to no fans in the stands, last minute cancellations, shortened schedules, and season date changes,
just to name a few. Through all of it, the Kohler High
School teams pushed on and saw some success this
past fall.

A Military Discount
is Always AVAILABLE!

Thank you for your service

Visit our store to learn more!
Visit our website to
gain insight!

Invigorating Waters | 1084 Fond du Lac Avenue
Sheboygan Falls | 920-946-0607 | InvigoratingWaters.com
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm | Sat 10am-2pm | Closed Sun & Holidays

NOTICE OF SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
(S.120.06(6)(b), WI STATS.)
School District of Kohler
April 6, 2021

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election to be held in the School District of Kohler
on Tuesday, April 6, 2021, the following offices are to be elected to succeed the present
incumbents listed. The term of office for school board members is three years beginning on Monday, April 26, 2021.
INCUMBENT
Amy Harms
Tarra Mikolyzk
Carl Nonhof
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that a Campaign Registration Statement and a Declaration of Candidacy, must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 5,
2021, in the Kohler School District office located at 333 Upper Road, Kohler, Wisconsin,
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday, mailed to
the address noted above or filed personally with the school district clerk, Mr. Zachary
Pethan or school district deputy clerk, Ms. Paula Anderson.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that if a primary is necessary, the primary will be held
on Tuesday, February 16, 2021.
A description of the school district boundaries can be obtained from the school district
office.
Given under my hand, on 1 November, 2020.
_____________________
Zachary Pethan
Clerk
/paba
OFFICE
Kohler School Board Member
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KACIA’S

Fully Insured
Local Family Owned
IICRC Certified Technician

www.impressfloorcare.com

Kohler Public Schools receives
another $500 grant from
ExxonMobil and The Petro Centers
Kohler Public School was
awarded a $500 grant from Exxon Mobil Educational Alliance
Program and the Petro Centers
for the 2020-2021 school years.
The grant is one that is made
available to schools across the
country for math and science.
The recipient of one of the
four $500 Exxon Mobil Educational grants is Diane Godlewski. Diane is a high school math
and computer science teacher
at Kohler Public School. The
grant will be used to purchase

an IPad to help intensify learning virtually during this pandemic year we are in. All of Diane’s students will benefit from
the Exxon Mobil Grant.
Exxon Mobil believes that,
as members the community, retailers are best qualified to work
with local educators to identify schools that could use extra
funds to make learning more intriguing for the students. As an
Exxon Mobil Retailer, the Petro
Centers are proud to help students in the area. Exxon Mobil

puts out a list of certain criteria
in which the Petro Centers must
meet in order to be approved to
award the Exxon Mobil grants.
Additional Schools that received $500 Exxon Mobil
Grants through the Petro Centers include: Sheboygan Falls
Public Schools, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church School (Howards Grove) & Denmark High
School.
Exxon Mobil & the Petro
Centers are happy to give back
to the community.

(920) 876-4020

www.schwallerspainting.com
High quality interior & exterior, and residential &
commercial painting & staining

Going Out Of
Business Sale
now in progress!

Special Sale
Pricing

now until the
end of January
At The Shops at Woodlake
795 F Woodlake Rd., Kohler
920-458-9121

Procedures for school closings due
to inclement weather:
We ask parents to discuss
plans with their child now – before the actual school closing
occurs. If you are generally not
home during the day, be sure
your child knows where he/she is
to go if school closes early. Will
he/she go home with a classmate,
an older sibling, or a relative?
Have you made prior arrangements with this individual to be
on “stand by” for these occasions? Please make your arrangements in advance and make sure
your child is fully aware of what
to do in case school closes early.
Any decision to close school
for all or any portion of a school
day will be made as early as possible in order to afford parents
the opportunity to make alternate
child care plans. All closing announcements or early dismissals will be made on the Kohler
School web site www.kohlerpublicschools.org and the following
area radio/television stations:

Radio
WHBL (1330 AM),
THE POINT (104.5 OR 96.1
FM),
WSTM (91.3 FM)
WLKN Lake (98.1 FM)
WTMJ (620 AM) & WKTI (94.5
FM)
TV
WTMJ-NBC
WFRV-CBS
WISN-ABC
WITI - FOX6
WLUK-FOX 11
WMLW-CBS 58
THE SHEBOYGAN PRESS
KOHLER SCHOOL DISTRICT
WEBSITE

Kohler residents’ startup, Debtle, and Pure and Complete
Phonics win NEW Launch Alliance HATCH event

Winning solutions help tackle consumer debt crisis, dyslexia through game application
NEW NORTH – Debtle, a
startup owned by Kohler residents, and Pure and Complete
Phonics LLC of Oshkosh were
judged as the winners at the
NEW Launch Alliance HATCH
Event, held virtually on December 3. They emerged from
six competitors who earlier had
qualified by winning local pitch
events during Startup Week in
Wisconsin to earn prize money.
The two winners will be invited to pitch again at the New
North Summit in 2021 to receive broader investor attention.
“The judges and I were impressed by the strength of the

entrepreneurial ideas put forth
by our six competitors,” says
Barb LaMue, president and
CEO of event-sponsor New
North Inc. “It reinforced the
strength of the startup community in our region. We congratulate Debtle and Pure and Complete Phonics on standing out
above the rest.”
Winning the pitch competition, including prize money of
$3,000, was Debtle, presented by co-founder Stephanie
Hoskins. Debtle is tackling the
consumer debt crisis by helping
companies and their customers
negotiate and settle overdue in-

voices through a cloud-based
platform, scalable to any size
business that automates, improves and simplifies the negotiation of bad debt accounts.
The idea for Debtle originated several years ago when,
while working in healthcare finance, Hoskins saw inefficiency and breakdowns, and that no
one had a quality solution. With
research, she found that those
issues were widespread, extending across multiple industries, and that this is a problem
for 93 percent of U.S. companies. According to Hoskins, 30
million Americans have at least

one bad debt account on their
credit report and the COVID-19
pandemic has accelerated the
amount of bad debt.
Debtle has found early success with pilot sites for both
businesses and individuals.
It plans to use the prize money from the New North pitch
competition to wrap up its pilots and launch the product into
the marketplace over the next
three months. Hoskins says the
long-term goal for the startup she founded with her husband, Houston, is that, any time
someone has a debt and wants
to settle, they think of Debtle as

the solution.
“Debtle is so honored to be
recognized by New North,”
says Stephanie Hoskins. “We
are grateful for the robust entrepreneurial ecosystem in Northeast Wisconsin that has been
instrumental in driving our
startup forward.”
Debtle earlier had taken
first place at the November 18
competition for Sheboygan and
Manitowoc Counties. Finishing
second in the pitch competition
and receiving a prize of $2,000
was Pure and Complete Phonics
LLC, presented Dr. Shawn A.
Continued on page 6
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Debtle, continued from page 5

Robinson (aka “Doctor Dyslexia Dude”). The startup is developing an engaging, game- based
spelling and reading application
for students in grades 4-8 with
dyslexia that is authentic, realistic and culturally responsive.
Dr. Robinson has been personally affected by dyslexia.
Having grown up in Illinois,
he was officially diagnosed
with dyslexia going into his
senior year of high school by
Dr. Robert T. Nash. Robinson

graduated high school reading
at an elementary level and started the Project Success summer
program in 1996. With the help
of Project Success, along with
Dr. Nash, Dr. William Kitz and
Michael Flanagan at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh,
Robinson learned to read. He
went on to receive bachelor’s,
master’s and doctorate degrees.
“I was a lost kid, and after overcoming my struggles with dyslexia I was liberated.”

Now wanting to give back by
helping others with dyslexia,
Dr. Robinson continues development of his game designed
for students with the learning
disorder. The prototype with
limited functionality has received positive feedback, he
says, and his goal is to take the
game to the next level to reach
as many kids as possible, both
nationally and internationally.
“Pure and Complete Phonics LLC is grateful to have

competed in the NEW Launch
Alliance HATCH pitch competition,” says Robinson. “The
Doctor Dyslexia Dude team is
honored to be recognized and
afforded the opportunity to
share our dream. We are excited
to use this platform to highlight
the importance of inclusion, increasing cultural perspectives
on dyslexia and the importance
of meeting kids at the intersection of learning and technology
with our digital platform.”

Pure and Complete Phonics
had won the November 17 pitch
event for Outagamie, Winnebago and Fond du Lac Counties.
There were 21 entrepreneurial pitches made at the local
qualifying events in mid-November. Each local competition
produced two winners, for a total of six presenters during last
week’s NEW Launch Alliance
HATCH Event.
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LYNN SCHWENSOW
Premier Property Specialist!

Lisa Foote, Sales Specialist - Personal Lines
for Sue Breitbach-Fenn, Agent
3626 Erie Ave
Sheboygan, WI 53081
Bus: (920) 457-1950

email: lynn@lynn-sells.com
Cell/Text: 920-946-4054
BUYING OR SELLING?
CALL ME!

Bus: (920) 457-1950

HONESTY, INTEGRITY, EXPERIENCE!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR REFERRALS!
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BRYCE

Associate Vice President

Linda Bryce, DDS, FAGD

920.946.0267

D E N TA L C A R E

rgast@shorewest.com

1407 NORTH 8th STREET, STE. 201 SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN 53081
W W W. B R Y C E D E N TA L . C O M
TEL 9 2 0 . 4 5 8 . 3 7 4 6
=

shorewest.com EHO

=

Kiel 920-773-2270 • Sheboygan 920-452-5696

www.stardustlimousine.com
Mike Hartmann, Owner

Beth Ellen Tengowski
President

Beth@InTuneTravelAgency.com

1336 Woodland Road
Office 920-452-7244
Kohler, WI 53044
Mobile 920-254-3342
www.InTuneTravelAgency.com
Fax 920-459-0744
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Holiday music and handLakers Synchronized Skaters
made houses at 24th Annual
compete at world’s first virtual
Waelderhaus Gingerbread Festival synchronized skating competition
on virtual display this year

Kohler, Wis. – Due to continued uncertainty and concerns
for the safety and well-being of
our entire community, Waelderhaus’ 2020 Gingerbread Festival is virtual without a public
display of Gingerbread Houses at the historic Waelderhaus.
In place of a physical display,
Waelderhaus has an on-line gallery of this year’s hand-crafted
gingerbread houses, sculptures and original handiworks.
For an insider’s look, fans athome may visit www.kohler
foundation.org to view and vote
for their favorite sugary creations. Local schools and community organizations whose
sweet designs garner the most
votes from the on-line voting,

will receive cash prizes in different age groups.
As part of the Gingerbread
Festival, Waelderhaus will also
treat families to holiday music
virtually performed by Kohler
High School’s Madrigal Singers and Sheboygan North High
School’s Northern Lights. To
enjoy these musical performances and for more information about the Gingerbread
Festival, visit www.kohler
foundation.org. Tag us on Facebook with #gingerbreadkohler.
The Waelderhaus is managed by
Kohler Foundation, a non-profit, private foundation dedicated
to supporting the arts, education and art preservation initiatives in the state of Wisconsin.

The Sheboygan Lakers had
the opportunity to compete in
the world’s first virtual synchronized skating competition.
The Porter Classic Synchronized Skating Competition,
normally held out of Ann Arbor,
MI, was held December 5th
and 6th virtually. The event had
99 events, 90 elements, and 8
countries participating!
Our Pre-Juvenile team, Sy-

dona Evenson, Danica Hayon,
Emmalynn Rindflesich, Gaby
Steinbacher, Mady Steinbacher,
Edrina Abazi, Adele Orth, Hanna Lake Hildebrand & Nevaeh
Kartes placed 5th. Our Synchro
Skills team, Braylen Kartes,
Lucy Perez, Isla Avery, Michelle Herman, Annalise Huss,
Emma Romanoski, Sophia Delgado, Azul Cortes & Julia Lepak placed 6th.

Our teams will have the opportunity to compete at another
virtual competition, the Colonial Classic, that typically takes
place on the east coast, in early
January.
Are you interested in
learning how to ice skate?
Check out our website,
sheboyganlakersfsc.com
for more information!

The James V. & Helene Y. Siegl Santa Collections are on display in a window at The Shops at Woodlake. The 100 unique hand-carved Santa Clauses, Mrs. Clauses, and
elves crafted by local artist James V. Siegl are normally housed within a museum at The Christopher Farm and Gardens in Sheboygan. They are offered to a local business
or institution free of charge each year during the holiday season. The unique pieces were crafted out of the finest Wisconsin Linden wood and made to reflect Santa
representations from around the world. Stop by the Shops or see them online at christopherfarmandgardens.org/areas-of-interest/garden-art/siegl-santa-collection.
James V. &
Helene Y.
Siegl Santa
Collections
on display at
The Shops at
Woodlake.
– Kohler Co. photos
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Winter Wonderland, is back!
Destination Kohler’s popular
pop-up event, Winter Wonderland, is back! Going on its
second consecutive year, the
seasonal pop-up is offering a
variety of safe, fun outdoor activities for the entire family. Onsite activities include ice skat-

ing, cross-country skiing, fat
tire biking, snowshoeing and
hockey. Tickets are priced at
$28 for the first guest and $10
for each additional guest per
party; children five years and
younger enter free of charge.
One-time tickets and seasonal

passes are available by calling
The American Club reservations line, 888-293-7337, or by
logging on to www.AmericanClubResort.com/Wonderland.
Winter Wonderland is located at 4800 Eerie Avenue in the
Village of Kohler in Wisconsin.

To help guests adhere to
proper social distancing, Winter Wonderland will limit indoor occupancy, as well as the
capacity on the ice rink. All
activity equipment will be sanitized between use and plexiglass barriers will be set up at

all purchasing and rental points.
Face masks or coverings are required inside all public spaces
across Destination Kohler.

Photos courtesy of Kohler Co.

Calendar of Events
Saturday, Dec 19

Live Music
Taverne on Woodlake
|5-9 pm
Live Music
The American Club Courtyard
Tengowski Family| 5-5:45 pm
Winter Wonderland
10am-9pm
Photos with Santa 9:30-11am Winter Wonderland
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland

Sunday, Dec 20

Winter Wonderland
10am-6pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland

Tuesday, Dec 22

Virtual Class-Gentle Yoga with Kristie Splivalo
7pm-8pm|$20

Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24

Holiday Entertainment – Erin Krebs – The American Club
Courtyard 5-5:45pm
Blackwolf Run
Lunch 11am-5pm | Dinner 5-9pm Regular Menu, plus
evening specials. Reservations required.
Taverne on Woodlake - 11am-4pm Regular Lunch Menu |
4-8pm Regular Dinner Menu,
plus specials of the day | Bar 11am-8pm
The Craverie Chocolatier Café - 7am-5:30pm
Whistling Straits & River Wildlife - CLOSED
The Greenhouse - 7am-5pm
The Horse & Plow - 11am-4pm Lunch | 4-9pm Dinner,
Regular menu, plus specials of the day
Bar 11am-11pm
The Immigrant Restaurant
Chef’s Five Course Tasting Menu $120; $195 with Wine
Pairing; $230 with Reserve Wine Pairing
Regular À la Carte Menu also available. Reservations
required.
The Immigrant Winery - 5-11pm
The Wisconsin Room
7-11am À la Carte Breakfast
5:30-9pm Featuring a Four Course Prix Fixe Menu $90,
Children’s Three Course Menu $35
Regular Dinner Menu Available. Reservations required.
Library Bar 4-9pm

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25

Winter Wonderland
11am-3pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland
Blackwolf Run
Lunch 11am-5pm | Dinner 5-9pm
Special Christmas Menu $34 plus tax and gratuity. Regular
Menu also available. Reservations required.
Also, Open Sunday, 12/27 9am-2pm; Monday 12/28
11am-9pm

Taverne on Woodlake - 11am-4pm Regular Lunch Menu
| 4-8pm Regular Dinner Menu,
plus specials of the day Bar 11am-8pm
The Craverie Chocolatier Café - 7am-5:30pm
Whistling Straits & River Wildlife - CLOSED
The Greenhouse - 7am-7pm
The Horse & Plow - 11am-4pm Lunch | 4-9pm Dinner
Regular menu,
plus specials of the day | Bar 11am-11pm
The Immigrant Restaurant
4-9pm
Chef’s Five Course Tasting Menu $120; $195 with Wine
Pairing; $230 with Reserve Wine Pairing
Regular À la Carte Menu also available. Reservations
required.
The Immigrant Winery - 3:30-10pm
Also, Open December 26th, 29th, 30th, 31st, January 1
&2
The Immigrant Restaurant 5:30-9pm & The Immigrant
Winery 5-11pm
Closed December 27th, 28th, & January 3
The Wisconsin Room
7-11am À la Carte Breakfast - Reservations required.
5:30-9pm Featuring Four Course Prix Fixe Menu $90 and
Children’s Three Course Menu Available $35
Regular Menu Available. Reservations required.
Library Bar 4-10pm

Saturday, Dec 26

Live Music
Taverne on Woodlake
|5-9 pm
Live Music
The American Club Courtyard
Erin Krebs| 5-5:45 pm
Winter Wonderland
10am-9pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland

Sunday, Dec 27

Winter Wonderland
10am-6pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland
Holiday Entertainment
The American Club Courtyard
Erin Krebs| 5-5:45 pm

Monday, Dec 28

Winter Wonderland
10am-6pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland
Holiday Entertainment
The American Club Courtyard
Erin Krebs| 5-5:45 pm

Tuesday, Dec 29

Winter Wonderland
10am-6pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland
Holiday Entertainment
The American Club Courtyard
Erin Krebs| 5-5:45 pm

Wednesday, Dec 30

Winter Wonderland
10am-6pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland
Holiday Entertainment
The American Club Courtyard
Erin Krebs| 5-5:45 pm

New Year’s Eve
Thursday, December 31

Winter Wonderland
10am-6pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland
Blackwolf Run
11am-5pm Regular Lunch Menu | 5-9pm Regular Dinner
Menu, plus evening specials
Taverne on Woodlake - 11am-4pm Regular Lunch Menu
| 4-10pm Regular Dinner Menu,
plus specials of the day | Bar 11am-Midnight
The Craverie Chocolatier Cafe - 7am-6:30pm
The Greenhouse - 7am-7pm
The Horse & Plow - 11am-4pm Lunch | 4-10pm Dinner
Regular menu and specials | Bar 11am-Midnight
The Immigrant Restaurant - 5-10pm
Five Course Tasting Menu $125; $200 with Wine Pairing;
$250 with Reserve Wine Pairing or
Seven Course Tasting Menu $200; $300 with Wine
Pairing; $380 per person, with Reserve Wine Pairing
(This is the only menu available on December 31st)
Reservations required.
The Immigrant Winery 5pm-Midnight
Whistling Straits - CLOSED
The Wisconsin Room
7-11am À la Carte Breakfast
5-10pm Four Course Prix Fixe Menu $90 or $135 with
wine pairings
Children’s Three Course Menu $35, Regular Dinner Menu
also available. Reservations required.
Library Bar 2-11pm
River Wildlife - Members Only

New Year’s Day
Friday, January 1

Winter Wonderland
3pm-9pm
Destinationkohler.com/wonderland
Blackwolf Run
11am-5pm Regular Lunch Menu | 5-9pm Regular Dinner
Menu
Taverne on Woodlake - 11am-4pm Regular Lunch Menu
| 4-10pm Regular Dinner Menu | Bar 11am-Midnight
The Craverie Chocolatier Café - 7am-6:30pm
The Greenhouse - 7am-9pm
The Horse & Plow - 11am-4pm Lunch | 4-10pm Dinner |
Bar 11am-11pm
The Immigrant Restaurant - 5:30-9pm Regular Menu
The Immigrant Winery - 5-10pm

